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The works of Tania Welz for the 
‘landscapes‘ of the Castromedia-
no Museum curated by the Biblio 
Museum Pole.
The Castromediano Museum – in 
continuity with its commitment 
and reflection dedicated to Con-
temporary Art and the need to 
create moments of collective 
reflection on themes of sustai-
nability, recycling, and memory, 
to stimulate and generate “new 
beauty” – will be the venue, from 
October 13, 2023, until January 
7, 2024, for the exhibition “Be-
yond Boundaries,” dedicated to 
the work of the artist Tania Welz. 
Through a selection of works that 
spans different periods of the 
German artist, who has been a re-
sident in Rome for twenty years, 
the exhibition presents Welz’s 
tireless artistic research and her 
continuous overcoming of the-
matic and formal limits aimed at 
exploring new and unexpected 
expressive dimensions. The exhi-
bition is divided into a series of 
thematic sections, which – in ac-
cordance with the “landscapes” 

that characterize the arrange-
ment of the Castromediano Ar-
chaeological Collection – evoke 
a dialectical exchange with the 
works, objects, and artifacts on 
display. The “landscapes” that 
Welz proposes to Castromedia-
no integrate the various aspects 
of her artistic research: from the 
early experiments, through the 
intense psychological portraits of 
the human condition, to the most 
recent works that blend different 
and seemingly incompatible tech-
niques. In all these stages, Tania 
Welz demonstrates her propen-
sity to transcend the prescriptive 
boundaries of art to transform it 
into a tool for investigating the 
reality of her time. Tania Welz’s 
work is “ancient,” “alchemical”; 
it cultivates time and its trans-
formative secrets, imbued with a 
rare degree of emotional intensi-
ty, digging into new layers of un-
derstanding and inviting viewers 
to embark on their own personal 
journey of exploration and disco-
very. Her intricate and futuristic 
compositions, as well as bold and 
symbolic combinations of materi-
als, transport the visitor to a spi-
ritual and dreamlike dimension, 
opening new glimpses into the 

spirit of the times we are living 
in and the human condition in the 
world. The exhibition is an invita-
tion to discover the visionary uni-
verse of Welz and be inspired by 
her approach to pushing the limits 
of art towards new and unexpec-
ted boundaries.

Oltre Confine

Art is, by excellence, the realm of 
fluidity and metamorphosis, the 
primary space where differences 
coexist, actions occur, materials 
blend, and inquiries thrive in ex-
traordinary vitality, in a single 
grand flow that encompasses lan-
guage as well as life. Artist Tania 
Welz is well aware of this, as her 
artistic journey begins with a clo-
se observation of matter. While 
one might think of references to 
the lexicon of Alberto Burri in the 
case of these works on display, it 
is not her reference point. Instead, 
she directs and conceives constant 
shifts, intended for a coexistence 
of formal, procedural, and materi-
al peculiarities. Without resorting 
to the statutory foundations of 
fiber art, to which her initial dis-
course pertains, as the artist pre-
fers to operate around deliberate 
yet also random shifts, Welz lays 
out large fabrics on specific surfa-
ces, mixing them with metals and 
oxides that, when combined, form 
unprecedented surfaces, unpre-
dictable in their very essence.
Epidermically, her works are rich 

in modulations, not only tactile 
but also chromatic. They are al-
most like shrouds, collecting see-
mingly unpredictable traces that, 
upon closer inspection, are abso-
lutely laden with layers, tangible 
and indecipherable signs that so-
metimes manage to highlight new 
forms of writing. Tania Welz’s 
works, as if they were registers 
of memories, visual imaginaries, 
and collective emotional memo-
ries, are spaces of mediation that 
belong to those who can observe 
them up close. The lacerations 
caused by the coexistence of such 
diverse materials create internal 
and visible pathways on the sur-
faces of some works, like inextri-
cable paths to be observed with 
dedication.
In some pieces, the oxidation of 
metals intertwined with fabrics 
becomes a true chromatic drip-
ping, almost a constellation that 
indicates the artist’s ability to 
generate imaginaries, to crea-
te spaces of mediation between 
the real and what is not. In close 
proximity to the archaeological 
collection of the Castromediano 
Museum in Lecce, this new solo 
exhibition by the artist reveals 
another essential aspect of her 

research, which is time—the true 
engine of the internal dynamics 
of Welz’s creative process. Her 
shrouds not only intentionally 
reveal that the entire thinking 
behind her works is connected 
to metamorphosis but also that 
the works themselves are open 
to such changes of skin, traces, 
and signs. Thus, the relationship 
with the archaeological past of 
ancient civilizations traced in the 
Landscapes of Castromediano is 
further reactivated by this ever-
moving present, always ready to 
change its skin. After all, isn’t this 
a fundamental principle of the life 
of any civilization, even in con-
temporary times?

Critical Essay 
by Lorenzo Madaro



Chaosmos / Echoes of no mind
195 × 200 cm
jute, natural resin, real white gold leaf 
2018 
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The Water Hunters IV
185 x 130 x 15 cm
Material: jute, epoxy resin
2020



Following the treasure map
165 x 190 cm
recycled jute from Uruguay, India, velvet, hemp
2013



Chrysopoeia  / The Moment Supreme
165 × 165 cm
industrial jute, copper
2023



Detail
Chrysopoeia / tableaux no.VI
Chrysopoeia / tableaux no.V
Chrysopoeia / tableaux no.I



Chrysopoeia / tableaux no.V
90 × 70 cm
raw linen, copper
2022

Chrysopoeia / tableaux no.VI
90 × 70 cm
raw linen, copper
2022



Born in Munich, Germany, Tania 
Welz has lived and worked in 
Rome for over 20 years.
She started her career as a TV Pro-
ducer for VIVA TV in Germany and 
then became a Promo Production 
Producer for the Italian offices of 
Orbit Communications Network, 
Sky, Universal and National Geo-
graphic Channel. 
Parallel she pursuid her artistic 
research, experimenting with a 
multitude of different materials, 
techniques and textiles.
In 2013 she decided to dedicate 
her time entirely to her artistic 
career. In her artist practice, Tania 
Welz combines fabrics with vari-
ous materials, prompting them 
to clash, interact, and transform 
through the erosive forces of fire, 
air, water, physical manipulation, 
and chemicals up to creating 
large scale works imbued with 
powerful chromatic and material 
impacts.
Employing techniques such as 
cutting, assembling, scorching, 
padding, and blending modest 

materials with opulent textiles or 
precious inserts, the artist pre-
sents a perspective of dynamic 
and visually suggestive transfor-
mations.
Her work meditates on the fleeting 
instant where different material 
worlds intertwine in a moment of 
transformation to capture and pre-
serve this transient flash of beauty 
before it disappears back into the 
flow of time and change.
Tania Welz has exhibited interna-
tionally, including shows in China, 
Poland, Germany, the United Arab 
Emirates, Serbia, Slovakia, Greece, 
the UK and the United States and 
her work has received honors 
such as the 4th International 
Emerging Artist Award in Du-
bai in 2016. Notable exhibitions 
include the 8th International 
Fiber Art Biennial in Nantong, 
China (2014), 6th Textile Art of 
Today (2022) at the Danubiana 
Meulensteen Art Museum in Bra-
tislava, Slovak Republic and the 
solo exhibition ‘Oltre Confine’ in 
2023 at the Museum Castrome-
diano in Lecce, Italy.
Her work resides in many private 
and public collections, including a 
commission for the Dutch Railway 
Network.

She has also created set designs 
for Italian television, co-produced 
and presented an art television 
segment broadcast for the Chinese 
television.
Tania Welz currently lives and 
maintains a studio practice in the 
center of Rome.
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Studio Tania Welz
taniawelz@gmail.com
taniawelz.com

Tel. +39 339 83 21 698
Vicolo del Leopardo, 23
00153 Rome – Italy 
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